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OUR MISSION
Responding to the cry of a child

OUR VIS ION
That ALL children have homes where  
hope is kindled and dreams can be achieved.  
This is our work, and they are ALL our children

OUR VALUES
 Do what’s best for kids 
 Never give up on a kid 
 We can always do more for kids 
 Kids deserve strong healthy families

In our fast-paced world where things change 
quickly, there are constants, which ground us in 
our community: 

• Healthy children are the foundation of a thriving community;

• Robust partnerships make it possible to create programs 
that help our community’s children;

• We are all fortunate to live in a compassionate community  
that cares about children!

In 2018, Child Saving Institute (CSI) remained grounded in our 
mission, Responding to the cry of a child, through:

• Preventing, intervening, and healing children hurt by  
abuse, neglect, and trauma;

• Widening the path to educational advancement  
and self-sufficiency; 

• Ensuring that children meet developmental milestones  
in early childhood; 

• Finding and supporting safe and loving foster homes where  
parents understand how to meet the needs of children  
at different developmental stages; and, 

• Creating safe, stable homes and classrooms.

Join us on the following pages as we look at 2018 and make plans to join us as we carry 
forth CSI’s 127-year-old mission in 2019 and beyond. I envision a world where all children 
have their emotional and physical needs met; where all parents have the resources they 
need to raise their children in healthy and happy homes; and where all children can follow 
the dreams that blossom from their hearts. 

I thank you, our supporters and our volunteers, who make our work possible; I thank those 
who respond to the cry of a child 24 hours a day, seven days a week; and I thank all of the 
children who make up the vibrant fabric of our wonderful community. 

Peg Harriott 
President and Chief Executive Officer

DEAR FRIENDS OF CHILD SAVING INSTITUTE,

Editor’s Note: Show your love for CSI’s kids with a selfie on Instagram, @
ChildSavingInstitute using #CSIforKids, and on our other social media channels as 
well, including Facebook, @CSIOmaha, and Twitter, @ChildSaving. Instagram provided 
the inspiration for this year’s Annual Report — “An Insta-Glance at CSI.” Images in this 
report are representative only and are not the actual youths whose stories are shared. 
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What Child Saving Institute (CSI) President and CEO Peg Harriott 
highlighted in her letter is a tall order and CSI would not be able 
to carry forth its mission without the support and confidence of its 
many community partners. 

I say thank you to our partners one last time as 2018 was the final year of my board tenure. 
I also thank the dedicated and passionate staff who bring their many talents to help and 
heal children. Mostly, though, I want to thank Omaha’s children, because they are truly the 
foundation of our great community. 

For six years, I have worked side-by-side with some of Omaha’s brightest and most 
passionate minds as together, on the board of directors, we have lent guidance, wisdom 
and encouragement to this storied agency. Each year in my tenure, we faced new 
obstacles and new causes for celebration. And, each year of my board service, I was 
reminded of how imperative healthy, stable families are to a thriving community. 

For Omaha to remain one of the best places to raise a family in our nation, we must 
continue to invest resources in children. They are our future mayors, our future police 
officers, our future teachers, and our future parents. 

Thank you for allowing me to serve on the board of directors for the past six years. I can 
think of no more important work than to work on behalf of children. 

Paul Olson
President, CSI Board of Directors 2017-2018

Each year, Child Saving Institute (CSI) serves 
thousands of children and families in the Omaha 
metropolitan area, both directly and indirectly. 
Through this “Instant Glance,” or “Insta-Glance,”  
CSI will show how the agency meets the needs of 
children in the community.

the number of children  

and families directly served  

by Child Saving Institute  

in 2018

DEAR FRIENDS OF CHILD SAVING INSTITUTE,

Editor’s Note: Information on the following pages  
breaks down the 2,675 served by each CSI program area.

2,675

Children & famil ies
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The PS assessed the children and the Thompsons, witnessing the attachment and love they shared. 
The PS also provided additional education and training to the family . 

The Permanency Services team began researching resources that the Thompsons could use post-
adoption and preparing them to become a Forever Family. At the same time, the team began searching 
for other prospective Forever Families who would adopt all four children, focused on achieving 
permanency for the children as soon as possible — whether it was the Thompsons or another family.

Within a short time, the PS identified numerous community resources available to help the 
Thompsons after adoption. From this information, the PS created a resource directory for the 
family. The family expressed gratitude for the resource and relief knowing they would not be 
alone after the adoption was finalized. 

To ensure the Thompsons would receive a subsidy to help meet Scarlett and Sebastian’s needs, the 
PS worked with doctors, specialists, psychologists, psychiatrists, occupational therapists, and many 
other professionals in both Nebraska and Minnesota to gather necessary documentation. The PS 
also advocated to the State of Nebraska on behalf of the family for continued services and scheduled 
multiple meetings so that the Thompsons understood how the subsidy would work for them — even 
helping to complete budgets using the post adoption subsidy. 

Approximately a year after CSI began working for the children, the Thompsons declared they felt 
prepared and ready to adopt all four siblings. On National Adoption Day 2018, in a courtroom full of 
extended family and friends who pledged to support this Forever Family, the Thompson’s officially 
became the children’s parents. Because of the advocacy and education the PS provided the 
Thompsons, the children remained together and achieved permanency with their loving family. 

Child Welfare Services Served 1,393 Children & Families

• Foster Care served 141 children in 85 foster and 16 kinship homes

• Adoption facilitated two infant adoptions and served 11 adoptive homes

• Foster Care Specialists and Adoption Specialists completed  
12 foster child adoptive home studies 

• Post-Adoption assisted 54 individuals seeking information or connection about their 
families of origin or family member who was placed with the agency

• Independent Living Skills served 67 youth who have transitioned to adulthood  
or are in danger of transitioning to adulthood without the support of a family

• The Triage Center at Project Harmony served 909 children in crisis

• Permanency Services sought permanency for 108 children (including  
children on the Nebraska Heart Gallery)

CSI Finds Permanency  
for Four Siblings
Scarlett, Sebastian, Leah, and Carter entered foster care when their 
birth mother reported that she could no longer care for them. The 
siblings were ages 6 and younger. Scarlett had special medical needs 
that required frequent visits to Shriner’s Hospital in Minnesota and 
Sebastian had difficult-to-manage behavioral needs.

The children were placed with the Thompson family and were fortunate to remain with them 
throughout their three years in foster care. Because their mother relinquished her parental 
rights, the children became available for adoption. The state assigned Child Saving Institute’s 
(CSI) Permanency Services to the case. 

The Thompsons told CSI’s Permanency Specialist (PS) that they would adopt Scarlett, Leah, 
and Carter, but expressed apprehension about adopting Sebastian because of his behavioral 
needs. They said they felt lost trying to find resources available to continue helping them 
address Sebastian’s behavioral challenges after adoption.  

Love & 
friend

ship

Happiness and joy

Stability

Keeping siblings together
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Zeke Thrives  
with Support of  Team
Zeke arrived at Child Saving Institute’s (CSI) Emergency Shelter in 
fall 2018 after violating his probation. It was his second time at the 
Emergency Shelter, which agitated him, and he told staff he did not 
want to be there. 

He told them he would not be at CSI long because he would rather be at the juvenile 

detention center. Staff could sense Zeke’s embarrassment and knew he worried that  

he had disappointed them. 

Despite his protestations, Zeke worked 
quickly to improve his behavior and spoke 
openly with staff. He looked forward to his 
weekly one-on-one therapy session and told 
staff when he needed to see the therapist 
between appointments. He asked for what he 
needed to be successful.

Between his Emergency Shelter stays, Zeke had 
developed a passion for parkour—the sport of 
traversing environmental obstacles by running, 
climbing, and leaping rapidly and efficiently. 
Self-taught, he had become quite skilled. 

Emergency Shelter staff coordinated with 
development staff and CSI’s Guild Board to 
fund a scholarship for Zeke to attend weekly 
parkour training. Zeke understood that this 
opportunity was a privilege and worked 
hard to improve his behavior so he could 
participate regularly. 

Zeke started attending school daily and 
proudly shared that he earned straight A’s at 
the end of the semester. He was equally proud 
that he had no negative reports from school 
since arriving at CSI.

CSI ’S  EMERGENCY SHELTER  
SERVED 69  YOUTH IN  2018. 

… Continued on page 10

Finding a p
assion

Parkour
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During this stay, Zeke enjoyed baking treats in 
CSI’s kitchen and delivering them to staff. Staff 
saw this as a chance for Zeke to practice his 
communication skills. He built relationships 
with staff across the agency by sharing the 
goodies he baked. Emergency Shelter staff 
heard him say that, one day, he would be the 
chief executive officer, like Ms. Peg. 

Emergency Shelter staff had known Zeke’s 
family for a few years. Just before the 
2018 holiday season, Zeke’s single mother 
Tabia and his three special needs siblings 
experienced disruption in their living 
accommodations. They stayed where they 
could, moving between friends and relatives, 
often with little money for food. Zeke chose 
to take on extra chores at CSI to earn money 
to help his family. Zeke told staff that his 
motto is “family first.” Once Zeke went for 
a visit and forgot his allowance at CSI. He 
walked several miles back to the agency to 
pick it up so he could provide his family with 
food for the weekend. 

CSI also assisted the family through the 
Substitute Santa program to ensure each  
child received holiday gifts. The staff invited  
the family to the Emergency Shelter holiday 
meal, which Tabia indicated was their only 
holiday celebration.

Both Zeke’s probation officer and the judge 
assigned to his case noted the remarkable 
improvements in Zeke’s behavior since his 
return to CSI. As with every youth that comes 
through the Emergency Shelter, however, the 
stay must end and a permanency plan created 
and achieved.

The judge sent Zeke to a foster home to 
continue working on stabilization. Zeke 
was disappointed and staff saw a rush of 
emotions as he took in the news.

When the foster family arrived to pick Zeke 
up, staff saw a worried look on his face. They 
reassured him that going to a foster home 
provided a positive opportunity and that the 
family had the same goals for success as the 
Emergency Shelter. Zeke had grown attached 
to staff and promised that, though he would 
never return for a stay in the Emergency 
Shelter, he would come back for visits.

Two months after his discharge, he made 
good on his promise, reaching out to staff 
and participating in CSI’s Independent Living 
Skills program. He told staff that he likes 
his foster family and that they live near his 
parkour training gym. Zeke has continued to 
earn excellent grades, has applied for jobs, 
and has continued taking food home to his 
family on the weekends. 

Zeke is thriving with the support of an 
amazing team, including a wonderful foster 
family that offered just what he needed—
stability, responsibility, expectations,  
and love. 

Zeke Thrives from page 9…
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Additional Prevention Services Programs Served 262 Individuals  
Directly, Screened 1,863 and Provided Consultation to 1,607 

• Parenting Programs served 104 individuals.

• School & Family Enrichment (SAFE) served 124 children  
in elementary schools in Omaha and Millard school districts.

• Pediatric Social Work served 34 individuals, screened 1,863 new moms for post-natal 
depression and their children ages birth to 5 for appropriate attachment, social and 
emotional development, and provided 1,607 educational consultations.

• Lutheran Family Services 
• The Munroe-Meyer Institute 
• Region 6 Behavioral Healthcare 

Child Saving Institute’s KidSquad team directly 

served 39 children and their families and 

a total of 42 preschool and childcare 

classrooms, touching the lives of 882 young 

students across Douglas and Sarpy counties.*
Each child represents 20 children

882 YOUNG STUDENTS

Learning

C
re
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ng

PlayingTogether

Gro
wing

Child Saving Institute’s Early 
Childhood Education Center  
and Spellman Child Development 
Center educated 292 children ages 
6-weeks- to 6-years-old

* KidSquad services are provided by a collaborative group of agencies 
that highly value children, families, and early childhood educators in the 
Omaha community. CSI is the lead and fiscal agency in this collaborative 
effort that believes strongly in the impact the first five years of life has on 
children. All are dedicated to supporting early childhood caregivers to 
provide the best start possible for our community’s children. 

• Child Saving Institute 
• Center for Holistic Development 
• Early Childhood Training Center 
• Heartland Family Service 

Collaboratively in 2018, the KidSquad teams across all agencies provided 
consultation to a total of 120 classrooms in 69 centers across Douglas and 
Sarpy Counties. More than 1,625 children were enrolled in these classrooms. 
KidSquad staff also provided individualized support to 95 children.

12



14 15childsaving.org childsaving.org2018 Annual Report 2018 Annual Report

P R E G N A N C Y  
C O U N S E L I N G  
S E R V E D  4  
INDIVIDUALS CHILD SAVING INSTITUTE VOLUNTEERS 

PROVIDED 3,200 HOURS OF WORK 

Therapy served 
434 children and 
families

T H E  AV E R A G E  A G E  
OF CSI ’S THERAPY CLIENTS

434 
Helping families thrive

Child Saving Institute’s (CSI) Guild Board  
underwent changes in programming in 2018  
under the leadership of Julie Shaner,  
Guild Board President.

The Guild Board members pared their focus to 
two significant fundraising events: PurseOnalities  
and, in a major change, co-present Cabaret. 

The Guild exceed its Cabaret and  
PurseOnalities fundraising goals during  
the first year.

Child Saving Institute’s Guild Board hosted  

two events and donated $105,000 to CSI.

*Guild effforts resulted in an additional $31,500 revenue  
  to Cabaret not included in this $105,000 

$105,000
Changing lives

Guild Undergoes Change

Photo from left: PurseOnalities Co-Chairs Micayla Lee and Emily Dugger, 2018 Guild Board President Julie Shaner, 
PurseOnalities guest speaker Laura Schroff, and PurseOnalities Co-Chairs Carissa Schrager and Stacey Patterson.

*

13 YEARS OLD



16 17childsaving.org childsaving.org2018 Annual Report 2018 Annual Report

Independent Living Services

SAFE

Foster Care

27%

34%
16%

13%
6%

4%

0-4 years = 27% 
5-12 years = 34% 
13-17 years = 16% 
18-24 years = 6% 
25-44 years = 13% 
45 and older = 4%

CLIENT INCOME LEVELS

Under $25,000 Above 
$50,000

68% 17% 15%

 $25,000 
-$49,999 

CLIENT RACE/ETHNICITY

Asian = 2% 
Bi-racial/Multi-racial = 10% 
Black/African American = 23% 
Euro American/Caucasian/White = 46% 
Hispanic/Latino = 15% 
Native American = 3% 
Other = 1%

GENDER

  FEMALE = 56%   MALE = 44%

AGE OF  
CLIENTS SERVED

CSI by the Numbers

2018  2017 
OPERATING REVENUE

Gifts  $    2,672,502 32%  $    2,668,028 28.6%

Grants from CSI Foundation  539,486 7%  858,856 9.2%

Government Contracts and Grants  1,918,153 23%  3,328,755 35.7%

Program Service Fees  2,700,183 33%  1,936,543 20.8%

United Way Support  236,206 3%  241,674 2.6%

Inkind Donations  338,249 4%  162,983 1.7%

Other Income  (163,774) -2%  124,600 1.3%

Total Revenue  8,241,005 100%  9,321,439 100.0%

OPERATING EXPENSES

Program Services  $    6,867,959 77%  $     7,869,957 88.7%

Management & Fund Raising  2,078,035 23%  1,007,385 11.3%

Total Expenses $8,945,994 100% $8,877,342 100.0%

Excess of Revenue over Expenses ($123,714) $444,098 

Notes: 1. The above figures do not include any restricted funds, activity.

Child Saving Institute  
2018 Financial Report
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Paul Olson, Chair 

Melanie Hecker, Vice Chair 

Dennis Hill, Treasurer 

Eric Ewing, Secretary 

Peg Harriott, President & CEO

GUILD BOARD MEMBERS:
Julie Shaner, President

Gina Patrick, President Elect

Seirra Burt, Vice President of Membership

Stacey Patterson, Asst. Vice President of Membership

Kayla Hadden, Vice President of Fundraising

Leigh Joyce, Recording Secretary

Zoe Johnson, Corresponding Secretary

Tiffany Wade, Past President/Advisor

Thank you
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Cassy Braun 
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Elizabeth Darling 
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Sarah Dukich 
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Liz Fogle 
Maureen Fulton 
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Jenny Hamiln 
Laura Kinney 
Shelli Klemke 
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Cameron Kroll 
Theresa Lawson 
Micayla Lee 
Lisa Lehan 
Michelle Leitner 
Jennifer Likes 
Gina McDevitt
Bethany Meek 
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Carissa Schrager 
Mary Senff 
Grace Spomer 
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Michelle Strawhecker 
Kari Tauber 
Heather Vanourney 
Gabi Webster



“There can be 
no keener 
revelation of a 
society’s soul 
than the way in 
which it treats 
its children.”

  

4545 Dodge St. • Omaha, NE 68132 • 402.553.6000 • childsaving.org

— Nelson Mandela,  

Former President of South Africa


