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for Children and Families
ONE TRUSTED PLACE
Dear Friends,  

As 2026 nears a close, Child Saving Institute 
(CSI) reflects on significant growth and impact. 
This September marks one year since the 
historic merger with Children’s Square U.S.A., a 
milestone that has strengthened our ability to 
serve children and families across the region. 
In that time, the Children’s Square campus 
continued to be a place of stability, support 
and hope for children and families navigating 
life’s most difficult moments.  

Looking ahead, 2027 brings exciting oppor-
tunities for the southwest Iowa community. 
Renovated and remodeled spaces across 
our Children’s Square campus, including 
an outpatient behavioral health center, will 
expand access to critical services for children 
and families. CSI is proud to bring therapy 
services to the Council Bluffs community. The 
need for accessible, quality mental health 
care is apparent and growing. You can read 
more about the Children’s Square campus 
renovation and opening of outpatient therapy 
services on page four.  

The merger has also created a deeper impact 
across Omaha and Council Bluffs. In 2025, CSI 
provided support to nearly 5,000 children 
and families. This is a 30% increase in clients 
served compared to 2024. Behind every 
number is a story of healing and hope, made 
possible through the support of our donors, 
our partners and our communities.  

As you explore this issue of “Hope in Action” you 
will see the first-hand impact of CSI’s services. 
You’ll hear from parents who champion the 
teachers helping their children thrive, students 
who receive classroom support and are now 
ready for the next chapter in their education 
and a mother who found hope and healing 
when she needed it most. Families come to 

us for different reasons, but the goal is 
always the same: meet them where they 
are and remain a consistent partner as 
their needs change. 

Whether you have supported CSI for 
years or you’re just getting to know us, we 
are grateful you are part of this journey. 
We invite you to continue standing beside 
us as we build brighter futures together, in 
one trusted place.  

With Heart & Humanity,  
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Opening doors and removing barriers to 
mental healthcare access 
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This summer, Child Saving Institute (CSI) continued its 
investment in the Children’s Square campus in Council 
Bluffs with a series of significant facility improvements 
designed to support children and families across south-
west Iowa. 

These renovations, which began in June 2026, are part 
of a larger effort to ensure the campus remains safe, 
functional and sustainable while meeting the evolving 
needs of the community. Following a comprehensive 
review of the campus, CSI identified opportunities to 
address aging infrastructure, reduce maintenance 
concerns and prepare key facilities for future use. 

Since construction began, two long-vacant buildings, 
the former childcare center and Kinney Cottage, have 
been demolished. Removing these unused structures 
has opened up space on campus, improved safety and 
reduced ongoing maintenance needs, helping create a 
more welcoming environment for children, families, staff 
and visitors. 

At the same time, renovations are underway at the 
Visitor Center, which is being transformed into a new 
outpatient behavioral health clinic. The Behavioral 
Health Center is expected to open in 2027 and will 

expand access to mental health services 
in southwest Iowa, providing 

children, youth and families 
with care closer to 

home. Planned 

CSI BEHAVIORAL CENTER 
IN COUNCIL BLUFFS

Child Saving Institute (CSI) is proud to bring outpatient 
therapy services to its Council Bluffs Children’s Square 
Campus in 2027. Through this, CSI is expanding access 
to mental health care in southwest Iowa.  

These therapy services are desperately needed as 
the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) ranks 
Iowa lowest among states nationally for access to 
mental health treatment. This is further proven with the 
Iowa Department of Public Health finding that 92 of 
Iowa’s 99 counties experience a mental health care 
shortage. Most troubling of all, NAMI also found that 
one in six Iowa youth experience a major depres-
sive episode. Mental health concerns are complex 
for youth and families to navigate, especially when 
services are limited in their area.  

That’s why CSI is proud to close this gap and continue 
to meet families where they are. The opening of the 
Children’s Square campus outpatient therapy clinic 
isn’t just a milestone for CSI; it’s a positive step towards 
comprehensive mental health care for southwest 
Iowa youth.  

In 2027, CSI plans to open the Behavioral Health Center 
on its Children’s Square Campus in Council Bluffs. 
Opening the outpatient therapy clinic is an important 
step in addressing the growing need for mental 
health services in southwest Iowa. The clinic will offer 
individual therapy, family therapy, trauma-informed 
care and medication management support, helping 
children, youth and families access comprehensive 
mental health support closer to home. 

As community needs continue to grow, CSI plans to 
expand the clinic with additional therapists dedicated 
to serving the Council Bluffs community. The addition 
of outpatient therapy services will complement CSI’s 
existing Behavioral Health Intervention Services (BHIS), 
allowing families access to a broader continuum of 
mental health care through a trusted provider. By 
accepting both Medicaid and private insurance, CSI 
is helping make high-quality mental health care more 
accessible to families throughout southwest Iowa. 

To learn more about CSI’s behavioral health services 
and book your first appointment, visit childsaving.org/
mental-health. 

Join our 
growing team!

If you’re a licensed therapist in Iowa looking to 
make a difference in the lives of children and 
youth, visit childsaving.org/join-our-team. 

Children’s Square campus renovations
support a stronger future

services include individual therapy, family therapy, 
trauma-informed care and medication manage-
ment support.  

Additional improvements are also taking place in 
the Lied Center, where critical safety and infrastruc-
ture updates are being completed, including a new 
HVAC system and roofing repairs. Once renovations 
are complete, the renovated Lied Welcome Center 
will serve as the campus’s primary visitor center and 
guest check-in location, with reopening anticipated 
in 2027. 

Throughout the renovation process, some staff and 
services have temporarily relocated within the 
campus to allow construction to move forward safely 
and efficiently. Despite these changes, Children’s 
Square campus programs have continued serving 
children and families without interruption. 

“These improvements are about more than build-
ings,” said Jaymes Sime, president & CEO of Child 
Saving Institute.

“They are about creating safe, welcoming spaces 
where children and families can access the support 
they need today while ensuring the Children’s Square 
campus remains a place of hope and healing for 
generations to come,” he added.

As the first phase of renovations continues, CSI looks 
forward to sharing these renewed spaces with 
the community and expanding access to critical 
services for families throughout southwest Iowa. 



WITH A LASTING IMPACT
Culinary Remix: Music, Moments and Mission—Reimagined 
brought together community members and supporters for 
an evening inspired by the spirit of the ‘90s and a shared 
commitment to children and families.  

Guests celebrated the meaningful work taking place 
at Child Saving Institute’s (CSI) 
Children’s Square campus in 
Council Bluffs while enjoying great 
food, live music and nostalgic fun. 
The evening included honoring the 
2026 Jason Award winners, Debra 
S. Kaplan and the Council Bluffs 
Police Department (CBPD).  

Kaplan and CBPD were recog-
nized with the Jason Award for 
their unwavering commitment to 
community service with compas-
sion, care and integrity. CSI was 
proud to present them with this 
much deserved award, and we are 
honored to continue this Children’s 
Square campus tradition.  

Events like Culinary Remix help raise awareness and support 
for vulnerable children and youth in the Council Bluffs 
community. Through the support of attendees, donors 
and the community, Children’s Square campus continues 
to serve the children and youth who need support. This 
support includes children and youth temporarily staying at 
the emergency youth shelter in Council Bluffs.  

A night of nostalgia

In 2025, CSI served nearly 1,000 children through our 
residential treatment programs, most of which are 
largely based on the Children’s Square campus in 
Council Bluffs. Children and youth are often placed 
in the Children’s Square shelter because their parents 

may struggle to care for them 
or they may be navigating 
complex mental and behav-
ioral health challenges. It’s in 
this time of need when the 
dedicated staff at Children’s 
Square campus are there to 
provide hope, stability and a 
path forward.  

Youth Care Specialist at the 
Children’s Square campus 
emergency youth shelter 
Miskiy Hussein, finds real joy 
and reward in her work with 
the children at the shelter. 

“The kids at the end of the 
day, are just kids,” Hussein said. “I love getting to know 
the kids and being their safe space … You’re building 
these kids to be a better version of themselves.” 

At CSI, every event is more than getting together for 
a memorable evening. It is an opportunity to invest in 
brighter futures for children and families.  

Follow us on Instagram (@childsavinginstitute) to receive more 
details and updates for our 2027 Culinary Remix celebration!

Pictured is 6-year-old Isla Keaton, who participated 
in the String Sprouts program. Isla is also a recent 
CSI preschool graduate.
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A child holding a violin for the first time 
may seem small. But in that moment, 
something big is unlocked. Curiosity 
is sparked while confidence and 
creativity grow as the child discovers 
a new way to learn.  

Child Saving Institute (CSI) is bringing 
this opportunity to more Omaha families 
through a new collaboration with String 
Sprouts, a program that provides free and 
low-cost music lessons for young children 
alongside their caregivers. As a newly 
designated String Sprouts partner site, CSI 
is increasing access to high-quality music 
education for both the children it serves 
and young learners across the 
broader community. 

“It’s exciting to see community 
partnerships unfold in ways that 
truly enrich children’s lives,” 
CSI’s Vice President of Educa-
tion Holly Marasco said. “Pro-
viding our students with addi-
tional opportunities like music 
education extends the high-quality 
learning experiences we offer every 
day and supports growth far beyond
the classroom.” 

String Sprouts is a donor and 
grant-funded five-year 
music education program 
created by Omaha Con-
servatory of Music (OCoM) 
for children ages three to 
eleven years old, with stu-
dents beginning at ages three 
to six years old. The program 
removes common barriers to arts 

education by offering instruction, instruments 
and learning resources at little to no cost. 

Through this new partnership, violin 
classes will be held Tuesday evenings 
at CSI beginning this fall. Select spots 
will be reserved for CSI childcare stu-

dents, while the remaining spots are open to 
community families.  
“Early childhood music education has mean-
ingful benefits that go beyond learning a new 
skill. Music education has been shown to 
improve classroom behavior, extend atten-
tion span, boost motor skills and enhance 
development in math and language,” said 

Lora Moriarty, associate director of Spring 
Sprouts and Group Learning at 

OCoM. “For many children, 
music also becomes a pow-
erful outlet for self-expression 
and confidence. “  

Bringing String Sprouts to CSI 
reflects a shared commit-
ment to expanding access, 
strengthening communities 

and supporting the whole child.  

“This is about more than music. It’s 
about opening doors to new 

opportunities and helping 
children build foundational 
skills that support lifelong 
learning,” Marasco said. 

Tiny Violins
With a Big Impact

To learn more about the String Sprouts and CSI partnership or to complete the application and partic-
ipate in the fall program at CSI, visit childsaving.org/csi-and-string-sprouts.

Pictured: Debra S. Kaplan, award recipient, with friends. Pictured: Members of the Council Bluffs Police Department, 
award recipients, with family and friends, along with Council 
Bluffs Mayor Jill Shudak.
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KidSquad is grounded in an evidence-based 
framework that promotes positive behavior 
and social-emotional development in young 
children, helping consultants identify and 
implement supports tailored to the needs of 
individual children and classrooms. 

Through targeted strategies, consultants 
like Kessler work with teachers, parents 
and children to address concerns such as 
emotional regulation, transitions, routines 
and relationship building. They observe 
behaviors in the classroom for a short period 
of time, then work with teachers and parents 
to implement strategies to help. 

Kessler was sent to Harry’s classroom. He 
struggled with emotional overwhelm when 
his class transitioned into different activities. 
While working with Harry, Kessler read him a 
story about Tucker the Turtle. This provided 
Harry with a new strategy when he felt 
overwhelmed. Rather than expressing those 
emotions through unsafe behaviors, he 
learned to tuck his head in his shirt, like Tucker 
the Turtle. This skill worked to regulate Harry’s 
emotions both in and out of the classroom. 

“His mom shared an instance in the grocery 
store where Harry became upset,” Kessler 
said. “But instead of melting down, he calmly 
tucked his head in his shirt and took deep 
breaths until he felt better. She also shared 
that he now tries to teach the strategy to his 
younger sister and friends. This truly captures 
the impact of KidSquad.” 

In the classroom, Kessler and Harry’s teachers 
saw additional progress through strategies 
from the Pyramid Model. By implementing 
visual supports and verbal reminders around 
classroom transitions, Harry gained confi-
dence and became more comfortable 
navigating changes in routine that had 
previously felt overwhelming.  

Before Kessler met with Harry, his teacher and 
his parents had serious concerns about his 
emotional readiness for kindergarten. Now, 
Harry has successfully completed KidSquad 

services and is ready to 
take that next step in his 
educational journey.  

Harry and his family are 
not alone in facing uncer-
tainty around leaving early 
childhood education and 
starting kindergarten. Many young children 
struggle with transitions, new routines and 
making friends at their childcare centers. 
Kessler encourages families to remember 
that there is no such thing as “bad 
behavior.” Instead, behavior is a form of 
communication from a child who may need 
help expressing their feelings and needs.  

“There’s safe and unsafe behavior, not good 
and bad,” Kessler said. “Every behavior is 
a form of communication; we just have to 
figure out what they’re trying to tell us.” 

If your child or student is experiencing 
emotional or behavioral challenges that 
would impact their readiness for kindergarten, 
please visit childsaving.org/kidsquad for 
additional information on these services. 

Some children in early childhood educa-
tion may struggle with routines, transitions 
or socializing. That’s okay and completely 
normal. KidSquad helps children build skills 
in these areas before they become barriers 
to learning. 

In a local childcare center, a boy named 
Harry was struggling with classroom transi-
tions. As the pre-K class moved through their 
day and changed activities and learning 
stations, Harry felt anxious and out of place, 
with no way to express his emotions other 
than tears and disruptive behaviors. This is 
when KidSquad came to help. 

Child Saving Institute’s (CSI) KidSquad 
program is an early childhood 
mental health program 
that partners with child-
care centers to foster 
children’s development. 
KidSquad addresses 
social, emotional or 
behavioral challenges 
through support offered 
directly at childcare centers. 
This support not only uplifts the child, but 
positively impacts the classroom, the family 
and the community.  

KidSquad responds to each child’s unique 
needs in real time, directly at their childcare 
center, meeting them where they are. It 
helps children in childcare build the social, 
emotional and behavioral skills they need to 
thrive before they start kindergarten.  

The impact of this program extends 
beyond one child. 
KidSquad consul-
tants work directly 
with teachers 

GROWING SKILLS 

“Every behavior is a form 
of communication;

we just have to
figure out what they’re 

trying to tell us”

and parents to implement strategies and 
techniques to create positive changes in the 
classroom, at home and the community.  

KidSquad Consultant Liz Kessler has worked 
at CSI for half a decade but her passion for 
helping children learn and grow has guided 
her throughout her career.   

“I had gone to school to be a teacher,” Kessler 
said. “I had practicums in kindergarten classes 
and the biggest thing I saw was kids knew their 
ABCs, but the social, emotional skills were really 
lacking. They had a hard time making friends, 
they couldn’t be patient, they had a hard time 
regulating themselves. I find the most passion 

in helping kids get ready for 
kindergarten that way.” 

Kessler said witnessing 
children’s growth is one 

of the most rewarding 
aspects of her work.  

“Being able to 
advocate for those kids 

is so rewarding,” Kessler said. 
“Being the voice for the teachers and 

parents and helping them find the services 
they need and just seeing overall growth. 
Whether it’s a lot of growth or a little, it’s just 
really rewarding to know I had an impact.” 

Kessler emphasized that supporting children 
goes hand in hand with supporting the 
teachers and parents who care for them every 
day. She said it is crucial to empower adults in 
the child’s life for long-term success.  

“It’s really rewarding to see a change in the 
teachers and parents,” Kessler said. “We do 
work with the kid, but ultimately, we’re working 
with the adults in their life to help the child. It’s 
really rewarding to see them try new strategies 
I teach them and to have it be successful.” 

BUILDING 
KINDERGARTEN READINESS.
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“The goal of the Family Impact Team is really 
to support teachers and show them the 
appreciation they deserve,” Dwyer said. 

Over time, the Family Impact Team has also 
helped cultivate a strong sense of connec-
tion among families. This community has 
encouraged more parents to become 
involved, including Kristy Kunkel.  

Kunkel joined the Family Impact Team after 
her first child began attending A.W. Clark 
in 2025. She said the exceptional care and 
compassion motivated her to give back 
through involvement with other parents.  

“I feel so lucky to have such trustworthy 
and just amazing teachers. I feel 
so confident dropping my 
children off that I want to 
be able to give back in 
any way,” Kunkel said. 
“I’m just so grateful for 
CSI and having such a 
great place to send my 
children. I want to be 
able to give back in any 
way I can.” 

CSI staff say the Family 
Impact Team plays an 
important role in strengthening 
relationships between families and 
educators. ECE Educational Supervisor 
Brooke Lewandowski said she appreci-
ates the collaborative efforts of the Family 
Impact Team. 

“The Family Impact Team has been a great 
way for us to include families in what is going 
on at our center,” Lewandowski said. “I enjoy 
meeting with the parents and getting their 
thoughts and ideas of ways we can improve 
and what they enjoy.” 

For Dwyer, the group reflects the long-term 
relationships built at CSI. Teachers often work 
with families for years, caring for multiple 
children as they grow and gain siblings. 

“It’s just like a big family,” Dwyer said. “These 
teachers have been with me for over six 

years between my oldest and my youngest. 
They’ve seen my kids grow up.” 

Kunkel echoed the feeling of connection. 

“CSI does a great job of building commu-
nity,” Kunkel said. “Parents feel connected.” 

Through the Family Impact Team, Dwyer 
and Kunkel have watched other parents 
step up in generous ways. Those moments 
reinforce the purpose of the group and the 
value families place on the teachers who 
care for their children. 

“I’m proud of the generosity I see when 
we are putting together opportunities to 

celebrate the teachers,” Kunkel said. 
“It’s really impactful.”  

While the Family Impact 
Team continues to grow, 

it also faces the natural 
challenge of change 
as children move on to 
kindergarten. Keeping 
new families engaged 
is key to sustaining the 

group’s mission. 

“Our biggest goal is to just 
keep the Family Impact Team 

on track,” Dwyer said. “As kiddos 
get older and move into kindergarten, we 
have to find new parents who care about 
creating that community within our child 
development centers.” 

For families considering CSI or early child-
hood educators looking for a supportive, 
collaborative workplace, the Family Impact 
Team offers a clear picture of the culture 
within CSI’s ECE programs. It is a place 
where teachers are valued, families are 
engaged and children thrive because of 
the strong relationships surrounding them.  

“I’m so proud to say that my kids go to CSI,” 
Kunkel said. 

It takes a village As the back-to-school season 
kicks off, families prepare for new 
routines, new milestones and a new 

school year. At Child Saving Institute (CSI), 
back-to-school season is also a reminder of 
the dedicated teachers that help children 
thrive every day. Celebrating our teachers 
goes beyond one season; it’s integral to the 
culture of our child development centers.  

CSI’s Early Childhood Education (ECE) 
is more than high-quality childcare 
and curriculum. It is about relationships, 
community and deep appreciation for 
the teachers who show up for children and 
families every single day. One powerful 
example of that is the Family Impact Team. 

When Anna Dwyer enrolled her first child at 
the A.W. Clark Child Development Center, 
she quickly recognized the exceptional 
care her child received. She then saw an 
opportunity for families to give back to the 
teachers who make that care possible. 
With the support of other parents, Dwyer 
founded the Family Impact Team. 

“We wanted to build these teachers up 
because they’re with our kids all day, every 
day,” Dwyer said.  

Dwyer said she was inspired by the dedica-
tion and care she saw from CSI teachers 
each day as they nurtured her child and so 
many others. The Family Impact Team was 
created to offer consistent, meaningful 
support to the teachers who create safe, 
enriching environments for children during 
some of their most important develop-
mental years.  

The group’s efforts range from simple 
gestures to larger initiatives. Activities 
include coffee and donuts, celebrating 
Teacher Appreciation Week, fundraising 
events like book fairs and helping teachers 
supply their classrooms with new materials 
for enhanced learning opportunities for all 
children in their care.  

TOGETHER, 
FAMILIES 
AND 
TEACHERS 
THRIVE AT 
CSI

CSI does a great job 
of building community. 

Parents feel connected.

Pictured is 6-year-old Stella Dwyer, a recent CSI preschool graduate, alongside her 
A.W. Clark CDC teachers, Miss Elisha Henrickson and Miss Rebecca Townsend. 
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Choosing Joy

Clara* found herself 
in a terrifying position 

shortly after she became a 
mom. Her partner had become 
control l ing and threatening, 
creating an unsafe environment for 
her and her baby, Joy*.   

“I couldn’t continue to let this man try 
and control my life because he knows 
that I would do anything for my daugh-
ter,” Clara said.  

After a dangerous incident that involved law 
enforcement, Clara realized she could no 
longer stay in the relationship.  

“We almost lost Joy because of his 
actions,” Clara said. “That was my biggest 
wake up call. I think the drugs really got 
the best of him.”   

Determined to protect her daughter and 
build a safer future, Clara found domestic 

violence crisis support at 
the Women’s Center for 

Advancement. As she began to 
heal and rebuild for her and her little 

girl, she was referred to Child Saving 
Institute’s (CSI) Family Empowerment 

Program (FEP).  

Family Empowerment Program is a 
trauma-informed program that helps survi-
vors of domestic violence heal, regain 
stability and create safer futures for their 
families through group meetings, one on 
one case management and supportive 
services.  

“It’s not easy coparenting with your 
abuser,” Clara said. “It’s just traumatizing. But 
I wasn’t prepared to be a single parent. 
I wasn’t confident that I could do it.”  

Like many survivors, Clara faced the 
overwhelming challenge of starting over 

At One Trusted Place

while also navigating parenting, healing 
from trauma and planning for the future. 
Through Family Empowerment Program she 
found more than support and resources; she 
found an advocate. 

Her family support specialist at CSI became 
a trusted source of encouragement, 
guidance and practical resources. This 
helped Clara address immediate needs 
while building confidence in herself.  

“Family Empowerment Program has 
gotten me through a lot of difficult 
emotions,” Clara said. “They give 
you the tools to be a better version of 
yourself. It doesn’t matter what kind of 
situation you’re in; there’s always some-
one that’ll help you figure it out.”  

The program’s support extended beyond 
one-on-one guidance. Through the Family 
Empowerment Program groups, Clara 
connected with other survivors who under-
stood the challenges she faced. 

“These women are strong,” Clara said. 
“Being with other women like that, you 
see that you’re not alone and you have 
a lot of people working through the 
same thing.”  

For many participants, that sense of commu-
nity becomes a powerful part of the healing 
process. Sharing experiences with others 
who have similar trauma helps reduce 
isolation, build resilience and remind survi-
vors that recovery is possible. Family Empow-
erment Program’s structured groups are 
designed to create those connections while 
teaching coping skills, emotional regulation 
and strategies for long-term healing.  

As Clara continued her journey, she discov-
ered that support at CSI did not end with 
Family Empowerment Program. She also 
found CSI’s A.W. Clark Child Development 
Center, where Joy receives nurturing care 
and high-quality early learning experiences 
that help her grow. 

Through specialized therapy, children and 
families can work through trauma experi-
enced as a result of domestic violence, 
strengthen relationships and develop 
healthy coping skills. Mental Health Services 
are also available for families navigating 
everyday challenges, providing support that 
promotes long-term emotional well-being. 
Together, these services create a continuum 
of care that address immediate needs and 
future goals, ensuring families have access 
to the resources, skills and support systems 
they need at every stage of their journey.  

Today, Clara and Joy are thriving. As she 
prepares to graduate Family Empower-
ment Program, Clara is creating the safe, 
stable future she once thought was out of 
reach. Through the combination of CSI’s 
services, Clara and Joy found more than 
support. They found healing, hope and 
the opportunity to build a future free from 
violence all in one trusted place.  

*Name changed for privacy  

“They give you the 
tools to be a better 

version of yourself”

AT ONE TRUSTED PLACE
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In 2025, Child Saving Institute’s (CSI) helped nearly 150 
women find safety, healing and hope after experi-

encing domestic violence—women like Clara and 
children like Joy. For every woman served, there is a 
family rebuilding their future, discovering strength after 
trauma and creating a new path forward. 

Nearly half of all women in Nebraska have experi-
enced intimate partner violence or domestic violence, 
according to the Omaha Community Foundation. This 
is higher than the national average. Domestic violence 
is a local issue, impacting thousands of people in our 
communities and their loved ones. When navigating 
life after domestic violence feels overwhelming, CSI’s 
Family Empowerment Program is here to help.  

“I feel so supported and uplifted,” a former Family 
Empowerment Program client said. “I’m just surrounded 
by good people at CSI … it’s changed my life.” 

Testimonies like this are the reason CSI gathers each year 
at PurseOnalities, where fashion meets philanthropy. 
Through the support of our community, women leaving 
unsafe situations receive resources, guidance and 
encouragement they need to build safer, healthier lives.  

On Friday, Oct. 2, join CSI at Embassy Suites La Vista for 
a memorable morning of inspiration, connection and 
purpose. Guests will enjoy a legendary silent auction 
featuring designer handbags, stylish accessories and 
self-care packages. PurseOnalities’ live auction this 
year features a stunning Valentino bag. 

This year’s event speaker is celebrated author of The 
Glass Castle, Jeannette Walls. She’ll close out the 
day of philanthropic shopping and impact of Family 
Empowerment with her own stories of strength and 
resilience.  

To experience the impact of CSI’s domestic 
violence resources and shop with a purpose, 
join CSI at PurseOnalities on Friday,
Oct. 2. Visit childsaving.org/purse or scan 
QR code to purchase tickets today. 

For many children, the holidays are filled with excitement, wonder and the anticipation of 
gifts under the tree. But for families facing financial hardship, the holiday season can also 
bring worry and difficult choices. 

Child Saving Institute’s (CSI) Substitute Santa Toy Drive helps make the season brighter for 
local children and families. Through the generosity of our community, new, unwrapped toys 
and gifts are collected and distributed through CSI programs to children who may otherwise 
go without. 

What makes Substitute Santa especially meaningful is that parents remain at the center of 
the holiday experience. CSI staff carefully match donated gifts to each child’s age, inter-
ests and needs, then provide them to parents, who wrap and present the gifts themselves. 
Whether a gift comes from Santa, Mom, Dad or another loved one, it allows families to create 
joyful holiday memories together. 

A simple donation can ease a parent’s stress, preserve a cherished holiday tradition and put 
a smile on a child’s face on Christmas morning. 

Substitute Santa 2026
Because Every Child Deserves Holiday Magic

Council Bluffs 
Tuesday, Dec. 1 

Children’s Square Campus 

520 N 7th St., Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

Omaha 
Tuesday, Dec. 8 through Thursday, Dec. 10 

Mary Holland Campus 

4545 Dodge St., Omaha, NE 68132 

Learn more at childsaving.org/holidaygiving or Scan the QR code

Donation Drive Dates and Locations 

Thank You to Our Sponsors & Partners

(Council Bluffs Drive)

SUPPORTING THIS YEAR’S SUB SANTA DRIVES.

PurseOnalities 
2026



Don’t miss a moment of the fun and philanthropic opportunities we have planned! Visit childsaving.org for more information about these events and ways to get involved.

UPCOMING

Follow us on childsaving.org

4545 Dodge St | Omaha,NE 68132

402.553.6000 | childsaving.org

csiomaha childsavinginstitute

CABARET 
April 16, 2027 | 6 p.m.
CHI Health Center |  Omaha, NE 68102
Save the date for Cabaret 2027! Join 
us for a night of laughter, for good! Visit 
childsaving.org/cabaret to learn more as 
the event approaches.  

PURSEONALITIES 
October 02, 2026 | 10:30 a.m.
Embassy Suites La Vista Hotel & Conference Center
12520 Westport Parkway, La Vista, Nebraska, 68128
PurseOnalities brings together fashion and purpose. The event features a 
legendary silent auction with designer handbags and luxurious packages. 
“The Glass Castle” Author Jeannette Walls will speak at this year’s event.

SUBSTITUTE SANTA DONATION DRIVES   
December 8–10, 2026 (Omaha)
December 1, 2026 (Council Bluffs)
Child Saving Institute, 4545 Dodge St  | Omaha, NE 68132
Children’s Square Campus, 520 N 7th St | Council Bluffs, IA 51503
Help CSI provide holiday joy to hundreds of local children and teens. Donations to Substitute Santa In-Kind 
Donation Drive serve foster children, youth living in the emergency shelter and families seeking services at CSI.

events

SUPPORT BEYOND THE EVENT
WHILE OUR EVENTS CREATE MOMENTS OF IMPACT, MONTHLY GIVING CREATES YEAR-ROUND CHANGE. JOIN OUR MONTHLY GIVING COMMUNITY TODAY. SCAN THE QR CODE TO BECOME A SUSTAINING DONOR.
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